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Luong T. Nguyen 
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In re Patent Application of 

D. Amnon Silverstein 

Application No: 09/818,922 

Filed: March 27, 2001 

For: SINGLE SENSOR CHIP DIGITAL 
STEREO CAMERA 



MAIL STOP AF 

Group Art Unit: 2612 
Examiner: Luong Trung Nguyen 



PRE-APPEAL BRIEF REQUEST FOR REVIEW 



Commissioner for Patents 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 

Concurrent with the filing of a Notice of Appeal in connection with the above- 
identified application, the undersigned requests review of the Final Rejection dated June 
17, 2005 for at least the following reasons. 

The Ooshima Patent Does Not Teach or Suggest Using the Liquid Crystal Polarization 
Filter Missing From Kimura and Kobayashi 

Taking independent claim 4 as exemplary, according to an exemplary 
embodiment of the present invention a camera includes a left lens system, a right lens 
system, a light sensor array, a polarizing beam splitter for combining light from the left 
lens system and light from the right lens system, a polarization filter for selecting 
between light from the left lens system and light from the right lens system wherein the 
polarization filter is a liquid crystal device and a control unit for controlling the liquid 
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crystal polarization filter to select between light from the left lens system and light from 
the right lens system. 

The Office Action rejects claim 4 on the combination of Kimura, Kobayashi and 
Ooshima. Specifically, Kimura is cited as allegedly teaching a camera having a left 
lens, a right lens and light sensor array. However, the Office Action recognizes 
correctly that Kimura fails to specifically disclose a polarizing beam splitter for 
combining the light from the left lens system and the light from the right lens system and 
a polarization filter for selecting light from the left lens system and light from the right 
lens system as well as a control unit for controlling the polarization filter to select light 
from the left lens system and light from the right lens system. Thus, the Office Action 
turns to the secondary reference of Kobayashi to remedy these deficiencies of Kimura. 
However, even the hypothetical combination of Kimura and Kobayashi fails to reach 
Applicant's claim 4 combination since, as admitted in the Office Action, neither Kimura 
nor Kobayashi describe using a liquid crystal device as the polarization filter associated 
with Applicant's claim 4 combination. Thus, the Office Action turns to the tertiary 
reference of Ooshima et al. 

According to the Office Action, on page 3, "Ooshima et al. discloses the 
polarization filter uses a special glass such as liquid-crystal shutter" (col. 1, lines 29-33). 
Applicant strenuously traverses this characterization of Ooshima. Ooshima does not 
teach using a liquid crystal polarization filter. Instead, the cited portion of Ooshima 
states "moreover, three-dimensional display units for reproducing a three-dimensional 
image include the polarization filter type using special glasses such as polarization 
glasses, liquid crystal shutter type for time-division display of right and left images and 
parallax barrier type requiring no glasses, and lenticular type." Thus, the cited portion of 
Ooshima describes that one type of a three-dimensional display unit employs a 
polarization filter such as 3-D glasses which employ polarization, while another type of 
three-dimensional display unit uses a liquid crystal shutter for time-division display. 
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Ooshima does not teach or suggest, in the cited portion, the use of a liquid crystal 
device as a polarization filter. Moreover, Ooshima also does not teach or suggest the 
use of a liquid crystal polarization filter in a camera having left and right lens systems, 
among other features, as set forth in Applicant's claim 4 combination. Accordingly, it is 
respectfully submitted that no combination of Kimura, Kobayashi and Ooshima would 
have enabled one of ordinary skill in the art to have arrived at Applicant's claim 4 
combination given this deficiency of the cited references. Similar comments apply to 
the other independent claims in the above-identified application. 



Date: August 17, 2005 



Potomac Patent Group, PLLC 
P.O. Box 270 ' 
Fredericksburg, VA 22404 
(540) 361-1863 



Respectfully submitted, 




Steven M. duBois ^ 
Registration No. 35,023 



